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'Amor Chitra Kczthas are o glorious tribute to India's nch cultural heritage These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years , as they have been for many 
other families across India . Comics are a great way of reaching out to children , inculcot- 
reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots * 

- NARAYAN MURTHY. CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 








OTHER ACK EPICS AND MYTHOLOGY: 


THE GOLDEN 
MONGOOSE 


How important is a guest who visits one's home? What could be more 
important than achieving knowledge through meditation? These tales 
taken from the Mahabharata tell of age old values that emphasise 
the divine status of a guest and the importance of dharma or duty 
above all else. And teaching these lessons are simple creatures like 
a mongoose, a crane and a pigeon. 
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THE KINS OF HAST/NAPURA ONCE PERFORMER A 
GREAT ASHWAMEPHA RASH A*. 



HE PIS TRIBUTE!? THOUSANPS OF SOUP 
COINS AMONG THE PRIESTS. ■PH 


RICH PRESENTS INERE 
GIVEN TO THE LEARNER 


/ 
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■ANP TO THE LAME, THE BUNP ANP THE 


•HORSE SACRIFICE +FEE 



HE HAS GIVEN AWAV 
THREE TIMES THE 
PAKSHINA+ ORPAINEP 
, FOR SUCH A / 
K SACRIFICE. / 


THIS IS THE GREATEST 
YAGNA ANY KING / 
HAS PERFORMER 


























































































































amar chitra katha 




THE MONGOOSE MAPE ITS WAV TO THE SPOT 

WHERE THE SACRIFICE HAP BEEN i- 

CONPUCTEP — rr - ZS -— 3 H 


MONGOOSE! 


BUT WHAT A STRANGE 
MONGOOSE! ONE HALF 
OF ITS BODV IS 
X GOLPEN l 


•ANP TH 
SROUNP 


IT HASN’T > 
HAPPENEP HERE 
EITHER. ; 


THE GOLDEN MONGOOSE 



THIS SACRIFICE, 0 
LEARNEP ONES,IS 
NOT AS GREAT AS 
THAT OF THE 



COUU7 ANV SACRIFICE BE GREATER 



IT WAS CONPUCTEP 
WITH GREAT POMP 
ANP SPLENPOUR. / 


S ANP 
ACCORPING TO 
THE PRESCRIBI 
v RITUALS. 


ANP VET IT IS NOTHING 
\COMPAREP TO THE 
VSACRIFCE OF THAT / 
J X. BRAHMANA. 


HOU BELITTLE THIS 
SACRIFICE WITHOUT 
AN EXPLANATION. WE 
ARE AN ASSEMBLY OF 
LEARNEP MEN ANP 
WISH TO BE 
V ENLIGHTENER . < 


WHAT WAS THAT 


THAN THIS 
v ONE PS 
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• ‘•ANP HIS MEAL MS FRUGAL; ONUS A FEW 
GRAINS OF CORN, i -n im — 


US£? TV EAT ONLV ONCE A 


PAV. AT NOON 


I I WILL 
TELL WOU.lN 

kurukshetra 

[THESE OKE 
'UVEP A 
0 RAHMANA 


AMAR CHITRA katha 

the other members of HB HOUSEHOLP—Hh 

2fe7h/S SON ANP H& PAUGHTER'IN-LAW—UVEP A 

SIMPLE ANP AUSTERE LIFE. 


/ 



neither coulp 

\ I,FATHER. / 


WHEN EVEN THOSE FEW 
VAE PIFFICULT TO OBTAIN. A 


EVEN THE WEEPS 
HAVE PRIEP UP. 

I COULP RNP 
NOTHING TO 
BRING HOME > 
FOR FOOP. 


THE HOUSEHOLP WENT 
FOR SEVERAL PAVS- 


THE GOLDEN MONGOOSE 



;HEN ONE MORNING 


I HAVE 

FOUNP SOME 
wBARLEH. ' 


HB WIFE ANP HIS PAUG 
POUNPEP THE BARLEY 


TOP AH, AT LAST, 
WE 5HALL a 
^ EAT. yk 



•••ANP THEA 
PORTIONS, C 
HOUSEHOLP , 


COME 
ANP EAT! 


‘&UT JUST AS THEH WERE ABOUT TO 
EGfN THEIR MEAL- 


( FATHERM 
A GUEST? J 

\ y 
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“when the guest hap washed 


HERE 15 SOME 
WATER FOR 
UOU TO WASH 
> HOUR FEET. 


EVEN IN Hts APVERSfTV, THE 
BRAHNANA PIP NOT FORGET 
HtS PUTtES AS A HOSTS] - 


COME ANP 
, SIT HERE. 


/ I’LL GET WO'J \ 
\ SOMETHING ( 
V TO EAT. /- 


THE 3RAHMANA WENT I NS! PE ANP CAME 
BACK WITH HIS PORTION OF THE BARLEY 


HERE, SIR. > 
FORGIVE ME, N 
BUT THIS is all 
I CAN OFFER J 
V HOU. / 


THE GOLDEN MONGOOSE 



IT POWN WITHOUT 


\ANP BEGAN TO UCK HIS ElNGB 


CEREMONY 


/ HE'S STILL 

HUNGRH. NOW 

WHAT SHOULP 
IPO? 


I KNOW WHAT 15 TROUBLING 
UOU.PON’T BE WORRIEP. GIVE 
HIM /VW SHARE TOO. ^ 


J HE IS MU V 
GUEST. HOW CAN 
I SENP HIM AWAV < 
WITHOUT 5ATISFVING 
HIS HUNGER ? 


I CANNOT 
PO THAT. 


HOil UOURSELF HAVE 
NOT EATEN FOR 
SEVERAL PAUS ANP 
HOUR BOPW 16 WORN 
OUT WITH WORK. > 


IF UOU, WHO 
\ HAVE BEEN 
I SUFFERING AS 

LONS AS I, COUIP 
GIVE AWAH 
youR SHARE, 

WHU CAN'T I? 


PLEASE TAKE 
THIS BAR LEU ANP 
GIVE IT TO OUR 
v GUEST. y 


yr\ * j. »l 

1 , " 

/M l % A 1 





































































































HE IS STILL JL^ 
NOT SATISFIED 
ANP I CANNOT 
BLAME HIM. TWO 
HANPFllLS OF 
BARLEY CAN 
HARPLY APPEASE 
A MAN’S HUNGER: 


*THE BRAHMAN A COULP 
NOT REFUSE .HE TOOK IT 
ANP PLACEP IT BEFORE 


7 THE HUNGER OF 
CHILPREN IS VERY 
STRONG, MY SON. 
ANP TO ME WU WILL 

^ALWAYS 0E A CHILP 
A EVEN IF YOU REACH 
THE AGE OF A 
■aJHOUSANP HEAR 1 . 


H | AM YOUNG ANP 
| ( I CAN WITHSTANP 
) ( THE RIGOURS OF 
)/ HUNGER. A 


THEN THE SON CAME 
FORWARP WITH HlS SHARET 


HERE, FATHER. \ 
I KNOW YOU WILL 
WORRY YOURSELF 
TO PEATH, IF yOU 
SENP THAT MAN 
AWAY HUNGRY.^ 


TBUT THE yCUTH PERSISTEP ± 
[ANP FINALLY THE BRAHtAANA 
[TOOK HIS PORTION ANP 6AVE ft 
)fT TO THE GUEST. 


ANP AS BEFORE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE GOLDEN MONGOOSE 



IN-LAW 


HE IS STILL LOOKING 
FOR MORE. WHAT AM 
1 I TO PO NOWf ^ / 


WON’T YOU HAVE 


THAT IS ENOUGH. 
yOU HAVE PASSEP 
\ THE TEST, y 


HOUR PHARMA* 


HUNGER PRIVES 
AWAY RIGHTEOUS 



wr 
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therefore one whc 

CONQUERS HUNGER 
HAS WON HEAVEN FOR 
HIMSELF. HOUR 
SACRIFICE HAS 
IMPRESSED even 
the PE (TIES. <C 


COME WITH N 
ME TO THE 
ABOPE OF THE 
IMMORTALS./ 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

HE IS A 
PEVA! 


1 * 

l 1 

m 

ll 1 


.1 


1. 


’■ U H 

!./ 

I/\ 1 
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U ANP THE PEVA TOOK THE BRAHMAN A 
AMP HIS PAMILH TO HEAVEN, f 


“/ ms A WITNESS TO ALL THOSE WONPROUS 
HAPPENINGS. LATER, / WENT UP TO THE PLACE 
WHERE THE BRAHMAN A HAP STOOP WHILE 
SERVING THE GUEST, 






THE GOLDEN MONGOOSE 


ANP TO MW ASTONISHMENT, ONE HALF OF MV 

60LPEN! "I- 


THERE I SAW A SCATTERING OF 
BARLEH FLOUR ON THE FLOOR. 
I ROLLEP OVER TT ••• 


bow 


OVER 


ANP I HAVE 


/ SINCE THEN 
' I HAVE BEEN TO 
EVERS' PLACE 
WHERE A 
^SACRIFICE HAS BEEN 
ItfV CONPUCTEP— . 


HALF OF MW 
INTO C30LP* 


ANP I PESPVR OF EVER Sc 
\ GREAT INPEEP WAS T HE 
b \ BRAHMANA'S SACRlFiCI 


•••BUT 

WITHOUT 
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IF ^OU GO AWAV, 
WHAT WILL BE CO ■ 




r>4 


l 

I 






WHO WILL FETCH FOOP 
ANP WATER FOR US. 
WHO WILL ATTENP 
TO OUR NEEP5 
WHEN m ARE 


THE ENLIGHTENED BUTCHER 




?N!N6 HfS BACK ON THE VERW MOTHER 
7 GIVENBIRTH WHIM ANP NURTURE? 
: UOUNG MAN ViALKEP 

JUNGLE. H 

m 



THERE HE PRACTISE? AUSTER- 
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9RANCH 


UNABLE TO WfTH5TANP THE 
FIERV GAZE, THE BlRP 
FELL LIFELESS TO THE 
BROUNP. t—- 


CREATURE! 



THE ENLIGHTENED BUTCHER 






BUT WHILE THE WOMAN WAS CLEAN¬ 
ING THE VESSEL IN WHICH SHE GAVE 

ALMS, HER HUSBANP SUPPENLH |- 1 

ENTEREP THE HOUSE. I-.. 



SO SHE IMMEPIATELH KEPT THE VESSEL 
POWNANP WENT TO ATTENP TV HIM. 
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HOW PARE 
SHE KEEP ME 
WAITING LIKE 
T THISi r 


(OH, I FORGOT 
ALL ABOUT THAT 
POOR BRA HMANIA 


AS THE WOMAN WAS WAITING ON 
HEP HLtSBANP, KAU5HIKA'5 ANGER 
MOUNTER | 


I AM SORRY, I KEPT 
YOU WAITING FOR 
SO LONG. HERE 15 
K SOME FOOP.y 


15 THIS THE 
WAV TO TREAT A 
, B RAHMAN A ?> 


THE ENLIGHTENED BUTCHER 



WAIT, YOU IGNORE ME 

completely, have , 

//\^r\V0U NO RESPECT FORI 



AFTER ASKING ME TO 1 I MU FIRST PUTY IS TO 


I MV HUSBANR WHEN 
1 i | SAW HIM COMING HOME, 

| TlREP ANP HUNGRY, I 
1 FORGOT EVERYTHING 
1 ANP EVERYONE ELSE;/ 

" SO YOU 

PUT YOUR 
HUS8ANP 

v BEFORE ME, 
A VIRTUOUS 
BRAHMANAp 




H 






HAVE YOU NO 
FEARp PO YOU 
NOT KNOW WHAT 

POWER A 
BRAHMANA 
HASP 


A BRAHMANA IS 
ONE WHO HAS 
I MASTERY OVER 



I AM NO SHE-CRANE 
WHOM YOU CAN BURN 
WITH A SINGLE ■ 
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XI5 PHARMAN U .APH A 
MUST 36 A GREAT, 
A6CETC. 1 WILL 


TO **XLI WiLL 


GO AN 7 MEET yJ 


VVAPH% WvO 


( YOU'LL BNP 1 
\hW IN THAT SHOP. 
V OVER THE pa/ 


PHW.WvVAPHA. 



I WEN HF WALKS? UP TO TnS SHOP 


* WHAT ^ 
♦VOOiP THE 

A 5 CE 7 C 6 E 

POfNG i N A 
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THE ENLIGHTENED BUTCHER 




HCSJ/N 


pharmavvapha 

> THE MAN MXI 



T&E WOAAAN KNEW 
, A SCUT THE CRANE 
AW 7 THIS MAN 
s —n KNOWS*** r 


I KNOW VOU 


BV A WOMAN. ANP 
FOR WHAT PUR FD 66 
V TOO, I KNOW, j 



SUCH A SINFUL 


NOT BEFIT UOU. UQU 
-MUST BE ASH A N\EP 

IT, 































































































































A* UP CHJTRA 'vA' r >-‘' 



(p IPO INJURE TO OTnEf 
; CREATURES, 50 PO VOU 
It^CRE 6 NOT A MAN 
\ ON EARTH WHO 15 FREE. 
| FROM THE 5iN OF 
i POING INJURE TO / 
j .ANIMAL LJF£. ^ 


"RAPS, ASP I WORK HARP ANP 
HONES‘*LV AT IT ^ERE'5 NO 
REASON WW I 5H0UP 3£ ^ 
ABhAV.ET CF MV WORK. /£ 


WOULP VOLI NOT SAV THAT 


! PROFESSION ? BUT POE SN’T 

!the farmer pestrov 

{NUMEROUS CREATURES 
1 Li VMS IN THE SOIL WHEN . 
|HE PLOUGHS THE FlELP2^\ 


; Thg GROUND. Th£ A' 
K GREAT HE 15 FJwL 0 
Hk ORGANISMS WF 


/ THAT IS MV \ 
/ WIFE AMP THOSE 
i ARE MV CHILDREN. 
\l LOOK AFTER THEM 
\ AS BEST AS / 


~SRr S MV 
HOUSE, FLEAS. 
\OOME iN. SIR 



THE ENLIGHTENED BUTCHEP 


COME 


/ THESE > 
ARE MV AGEP 
, PARENTS., 


THIS IS A LEARNED 
BRAHMANA WHO HAS 
COME FROM A 
^.FAR-OFF PLACE. J 


ARISE ANP 
INTROPUCE US 
JO OUR GUEST, 
V SON. ^ 


I N PONG ONE S PUTV 
?FLLLV UES TRUE VlR‘ 

IS WHAT 'The PUTiRJL 

SENT VOU TO LEARN. 


MV PARENTS ARE MV OOPS 
MV WIFE ANP CHILPREN ANP 
I ATTEND UPON THEM 
WITH PEVCTION ANP LOVE , 
WE CONSiPER CARiNG FORA 
THEM TO BE OUR 
GREATEST PUTV. i 
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ANp A7 THAT vERR 
MOMENT THE PIGEON'S 
MATE WAS LOOKING OUT 
ANXIOUSLY FOR HEP, 


r ruPt > 

OF COLP IF 
OF NOTHIN6 


(A PIGEON- 
( CAUGHT IN 
V THAT 
( BUSH-* 


f WHAT A ^ 
FEARFUL NK5rf"*T 
THIS fSJ OH Mh 


SHELTER \ 
ME FROM THE 
FURY OF THIS 
STORM- / 


SHE SHOULP HAVE BEEN 
HOME NOW. HAS y 
^ SOME MIS HAP 

7 befallen HER? / 


VJT*S PAZEP' 
r* BUT IT'LL 
^rf SURVIVE 


CATCHING B&PS HAP BECOME SECONP NATURE 
TO HIM ANP HE CGOLP NOT PASS UP THE CHANCE C 
CATCHING ONE EVEN WHEN HIE UFE M )5 IN PAN 6 ER. 


MAV IT 50 HAFPENEP THAT 
THE TREE WE THE HOME Of 


HE PUT 7t£ PIGEON IN A 


-AN? PXiOHEP TOR SHELTER UNPER A 3& TREE 

NEAR BW. nwzPWt , ': v 1 ■ j J V*m Vf T^gg/ 


'VCU—VOU \ 

H WE Qc£iN > 
\C AUGHT] X 


I AM HERE, 

husqanp. 


\HGLP ASH c 

v Ao»VNr*T 
.. MAN 


!w o TREE, 
i f' I CRAVE VOUR 
j \ PROTEC Tt ON. 


























































































AV.Ai? C *ATHA 



r A 5 TH6 tree 6\^ 

OUKKWE.HEIS \ 

OUR GUEST ANP WE j 
MUST SK>V HIM Alt / 
.THE RESPECT PUE A4 


/'nr*' 7 rou^ 

HE AR HI M AS* 


NOW? 


f<*XJ ARE \ 
v RI 6 HT./ 


' IS THERE 
AN V THIN©1 
CAN TO FOR 
;Cu,rP;’ 


It/ 

Jfg 

f 





A*P#tnv#MEp a i/rrir urse w/w a 


IT 


T HE PIGEON S SACRIFICE 



7HBV N£ 6ATHER&P PRV W/GS 

VARIOUS HOLLOWS — ' T3m 


[•••/H4F£ A 3A-? 

of rHEM—r 

l lJi 


» •» 




If - ' • -1 • 



ANP SET 

: *£l.AZEL with ths r 

BURKING TWt5.WK^.. 


_ u 

% * , .* I 

i r ; y> "I 

- \ u * / /l >* •*•■«_ I 

f t 01 } /.% 4 'hfv 

•; m \ 1 * JtlJLjJPN M J 

' # t 1 v® v r r 1 

tew .,• m 


. 1 


■M 


■ (J 

*;fr 

-rr~ 






V'fttdTs* 
■ 

r r ' ^ *'&' 

FT, ' ?•**■* 

t 


NOW ,f ~ a 

v.A--y M ' *•* f 


VOURSELE, ., 7 <**’ 9 J 




j! AM SOKW,* 

fHERE^ NO 
j FOOP IN OUR 
I NEST ANP-y 


r NOW IF 

CN1V I HAP 
SOME THiNO 

v TO EAT, , 


iVVH^r AV\ 

l SAVING, 
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MARCHi r KA*A’HA 


CAN 1 REFUSE FOOC 
‘7 TO A GUEST ? mSr 

r v.v sacrcp cinv i 

^ro f-'SiP him. r" 



I WOULP neverI 

£ ABLE TO HOLP 
MV HEAP UP AGAIN 
IF I SENl? THIS 
MAN AWAV W/THaill 
FEEPING HIM. 

Ck 




* 

t 



TO Pit AN 
HONOURABLE < ^ 
F6ATH "MAN TO ft 
JVE IN P/SHONOUR 
IS ONLM 4 
0*£ ThChO TO PO, 

JR 

k A s 


.MCU, SlR.EATj 
MR! / 


50 6AMW 


m£ PIGEON PLUNSEP INTO THE F)R£ 


L /HV 1 

'■ o3AN’: 





•a 


i - 



WHAT 

ARE<iOU 

90IN6! 


'/" OH,W \ 
60PJ HE HAS 
GIVEN UP HIS 
. LIFE TO PEEP 
V ME! ^ 


ANf WHAT A BASE 
WRETCH I AM IN \ 
T COMPARISON!/ 


V WHAT A ™H 
NOBUf-HEARTEP 
"t CREAIURE! , 


I HAVE BROUGHT 

MISERY TO 
r^THOUSANrS OF 
?Sr\ BIRl' S. N-/ 


the PIGEON SACRIFICE 
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C'O! GC ! 

/n Catch bipp*/ j j 

tV «t /5 'r? \ 
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\ MV HUbBANP. 

>3uVfi HE; 

l A **'* 


r» 
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m r i cphko 

\&eAR JO 

; vrtTHOur 
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LET ME 
TOO SHARE 
YOUR FATE 
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MV WEE, I 
MAE COME TO 
t 4K£ YCL* WITH i 

% ME TO | ‘ a 

% - - . * 
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HEAVEN, j ! 
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